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during all the rest of the Congress his popularity never
waned. He was always eagerly listened to, and people
would remain to the end of a long Session on a hot
day in order to hear him.

This was the beginning of his work in the United
States. After the Parliament was over, in order to
provide for his necessities, the Swami accepted an
offer from a Lecture Bureau to make a tour through
the West. Although he attracted large audiences, he
soon gave up the uncongenial work. He was here as
a religious teacher, not as a popular lecturer on secular
subjects; so he quickly abandoned a most profitable
career, and early in 1894 came to New York to start
on his real mission. He first visited friends whom he
had made in Chicago. They were chiefly among the
wealthier class and he spoke now and then in their
parlors ; but this too failed to satisfy him. He left that
the interest he awakened was not what he wanted ; it
was too superficial, too much mere amusement-
seeking. Therefore he decided to have a place of his
own, where all earnest truth-seekers, whether rich or
poor, would be free to come.

A lecture before the Brooklyn Ethical Association led
naturally to this independent teaching.  Dr. Lewis
G. Janes, the President of the Association, had heard